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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that 
is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 27-31, 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a.) as 
being clearly anticipated by Matsuno. 

Matsuno disclosed a method of operating a PLL (title) comprising a VCO (24) 
controlled by a control signal (control voltage 1), comprising monitoring a 
value of the control signal (26) and inhibiting the PLL (figures 3, 9) if the 
monitored value of the control signal is outside a predetermined range of 
values (figures 2, 7, 8, MONITOR OUTPUT i); first and second reference 
values for inhibiting the PLL (column 4, line 58 - column 5, line 8; figures 2, 
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7, 8); first reference value greater than the second reference value (column 
4, lines 9-19; figures 2, 7, 8); PLL comprises comparison circuit (21) and 
inhibiting the PLL comprises inhibiting the comparison circuit (figures 3, 9; 
comparison difference signals; OR1 and OR2; MONITOR OUTPUT i); opening 
of the PLL (figures 2, 3, 7-9; column 5, lines 9-21). 

4. Claims 27-30, 32, 35, 37-41 and 44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b.) as being clearly anticipated by Yokogawa et al. 

Yokogawa et al disclosed a method of operating a PLL (title) comprising a 
VCO (11) controlled by a control signal (from 10) comprising monitoring a 
value of the control signal (24, 25) and inhibiting (21) the PLL if the 
monitored value of the control signal is outside a predetermined range of 
values (24-26, column 9, lines 27-36); first and second reference values 
(Va+Vb and Va-Vb) inhibiting (21) the PLL (column 9, lines 2-13 and 27- 
36); (Va+Vb) being greater than (Va-Vb); sampling a value of the control 
signal (22) in addition to monitoring (24, 25); opening the PLL (21); 
inhibiting (21) the PLL prior to sampling (22) the value of the control signal 
(from 10) for a predetermined periodical amount of time (column 9, lines 
37-44); inhibiting performed periodically (SAMPLING SIGNAL, 22 ^ 27 ^ 24 
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and 25 ^ 26 ^ 21) at the same (SAMPLING SIGNAL) frequency as 
sampling; opening the PLL (21). 

5. Claim33, 34, 42, 43 and 45 objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to David Mis whose telephone number 
is (571)272-1765. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on (571)272-1769. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

David Mis 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2817 




